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REDD+ Task Force Hails Medan Court Decision on Rawa Tripa Case 

Jakarta, September 6, 2012 – The REDD+ Task Force welcomes the Medan State 
Administrative High Court Decision dated August 30, 2012 that accepted the appeal of civil 
society organizations (WALHI Aceh) and ordered the Aceh Governor to revoke PT Kalista 
Alam's plantation permit for 1,605 hectares land in Rawa Tripa, Nagan Raya District, Aceh 
Province.  

“This decision is in line with our recommendation because the land utilisation permit 
granted to PT. Kalista Alam was based on invalidated location permit (izin lokasi) and is 
included in the Indicative Moratorium Map (IMM). So, we hope there will be no more 
mismanagement	   in	   the	   process	   of	   permit	   issuance,”	   said	   Chair of the Working Group of 
Legal Review and Law Enforcement  of the REDD+ Task Force, Mas Achmad Santosa. 

Rawa Tripa is deemed peatland area included in the Indicative Moratorium Map (IMM) 
located in the Province of Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam. 

“Peatlands are susceptible to fires when drained, so protecting it means materializing our 
development	  goals	  and	  to	  reduce	  greenhouse	  gas	  emissions	  up	  to	  41	  percent,”	  continued	  
Mas Achmad Santosa. 

Previously, WALHI Aceh sued the Governor of Aceh and PT. Kalista Alam to revoke the 
Aceh Governor Permit No. 525/BP2T/5322/2011 dated August 25, 2011. WALHI Aceh's 
demand to revoke palm oil plantation permit in Rawa Tripa granted by the Governor of 
Aceh to PT Kalista Alam was rejected in April 2012 by Banda Aceh State Administrative 
Court judge panel on the basis that parties involved have not gone through out-of-court 
settlement efforts. Some 21 villages around Rawa Tripa had also protested that the 
establishment of PT Kallista Alam had caused their water level in the community's wells to 
drop drastically.  

On July 4,2012, the Head of the Presidential Unit for Development Monitoring and 
Oversight (UKP4), Ministry of Environment, and National Police's Criminal Investigation 
Unit (Bareskrim Polri) visited Rawa Tripa after reports of fire in the peatland area. From 
the visit, the Head of Aceh Police sent a letter to the Governor giving some 
recommendations to clarify borders of the Rawa Tripa area and revoke all plantation 



permits within the Rawa Tripa area by compensating them with land in other areas or with 
equal value.  
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